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TK« Studf Abroad Rosoarcft Contoat 

My interest in 9bl»al water issues began in 2001, when i spent 
part ot that summer in Lokitairig, Kenya vrorking on ar inigabon 
project in the north of the country as a volunteer with the Mission- 
ary Community at Saint Paul the Apostle. The project helped a local 
Turkanan community transition (rom baditional nomadism to self- 
sustained aghculLiraism. During my time in Lokitaung, I witnessed 
firsthand several of the problems associated with acute water scar- 
d^, including the detrimental effeeb of a severe water shortage on 
the daily lives of those strugging to subsist 

t revisited the topic in the spring of 2003, while participating 
in Kent State University's semester-long program in CenevA Switzer- 
land. While there, i interned at the International Centre for Trade 
and Sustainable Development (ICTSO) and took classes on interna- 
tional bade and international organizations from leading expetb 
in the field, including Patrick Low, the Director of the DevelopmenI 
and Economic Research Division of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). My internship overlapped several topics I was studying in 
the classroom, and I became particularly interested in issues sur- 
rounding the proteebon of human righb and the fonnulation of 
international law in the content of development Conse<;uently, i 
co-authored a term paper with two fellow students on Che Right to 
Development The United Nations Commission on Human Righb 
was meebng in Geneva while we were there, and so we were able 
to research the topic thoroughly and first-hand. The Human Righb 
Library of Geneva's Graduate institute of International Studies pro- 
vided further primary resources. I focused my conbibution to pa- 
per on issue of water scarcity, as situated wtthbi bie framework of 
the Right to Development, concentrating on multinabonal corpo- 
rate ownership of water resources and the WTO's trade-related role 
ir> water availability 




■ ••la C. •■ 


Usiig that |»af>er as th« basis tor iny sarior tl^s a( Boston 
Collo9e, I continued researching and writing over (Iw summer and 
during the ensuing academic year. I was aWe to drew U|wn my ex- 
periences in Kenya and in Switaerland. The contacts I had rr^de in 
Geneva, such as my professors in the Kent Slate program and my 
supervisors and co-woricers atICTSO, were particulariy helpful. This, 
my paper, while researched and written In Boston, was bom in the 
academic and social cradle of these two experiences abroad 
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The Homan Right to Water — 

Market Allocations and Subsistence 
in a World of Scarcity 

**Our dbout wai«r hdi as u cbe ocmi 

inirod^cllon 

Mm chin one billion people do not hive a£c« to in odequjce voter 
(o Gtmbii and on lees fbio 4 bms of ^utt per 

dey^ By corarw« n>os( eoitecs io <he VMf use ieverei cimee <hei amceiru of 
water &f i iin^le ftoih Billroru of people ^cea ro biiic iinicatiocu the 
pfiMit 7 <iUMof twodimm linked to water aodwiret<oruin^ineu<pn* cb^m 
and dyaomy^ These deadly wi<et-reli(ed dimtee <Uin^ <lnse to tQ mitlroo 
victims e^h year« peinariiy yMiog cbildreo and the elderly^ Off ijn areas of 
our wor4d ite running out of £mh witet at in aliemiog race Ac<oedin( to i 
feceet survey by Tdt EtmmtU, a^ culture w: counts te the ler^c propmiofi 
of water usage, soaking up it much as 90% of avaiUbk watet in some devel^ 
opieg countties ^ The global distribution <d watet is making ic lacteasingly 
difficult lot poor pe^le to access it^ and movaffients to commodify water and 
pTivecise the industries that provide it eiicerbate this Situation^ trapping the 
poorest in e cycle of water poverty 

Much tesearch has t«en doneoo the problem of watet scarcity. However 
the Iiok between scarcity and water as a human right is rarely articulated, 
eveo the current iraka of the websiie of tbe United Nations High Commit 
sionet foe Homan Rights has no entry for water ^ This puper prop^isas a 
human ngbt to water. It then considers the coosequenc obligations d>e right 
to watet impM»as on those who cootrol water moorces. such as govemmeots^ 
water corporations^ and international leodiog institucioos 

Water: AvaJtabllUy^Access and Scarcity 

^Ater ^ccaints Ibr about 70% of the Earth's surE^e, so it seams baffling 
eveo to speak of water scarcity Closet evaminatioti quickly reveals the reasons 
te water nKiry More 97% of tbe Batth's water ii seawatet, and most of 
the other 3% iS found in glaciers^ icecaps^ and in aquifers that are too deep to 
be tipped. The small amouot of ^ceasible watet ivaibble — akmc 40^000 
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cubic kiiommts, oi in <haci 0 08 % of cool vutt—h aowJ from rbc soa 
fo cvMV year tbroujb a process of avaporaiioci aral rajofall commonly 

kaovn si tht Earth's natural vataf cyde.^ The amount avajiabla ou^c so be 
more than aoou^ to meet humaii needs. Vacer export Peter Gkkk retiMtes 
that bumana oeed hears ofwaeerpef day<foraaejtation, cooking and Jriak^ 
iO() CO majncain a sufficient scandaadcf living.* Gleick's li^re )S mifitk but 
holds seiosal ^mplxcaiiona that must be carefully exaffiined 

Pirw^ beiO{ able to access )0 Ltets <£ water each day would be less of a 
problem than it ia if water were evenly dcpeeiod on oar planet Unlortu* 
nately^ this is £ir Itcxs the truth: places like Austtalu and the Middle East 
have cco little watet, while countries like ^aada and Ireland have more then 
they can possibly uae.^ Alon^ with the ueeven geogtaphic distribution of 
uaable watet, almost every councry in which water scarcity is paeticulariy acute 
can be claseified as developing o< kaat^evelopod Thua^ not onty do three 
countries ^k watet itself, they also lack rbe linancal means to acquire it 
Both of these ptoblecna obstruct econoffiic develcpmeot. 

Addioocally, dekk's M liter awr moumum has been cempronuaed by 
the hetoey cf canmacuging skater fesourcea Pee ttfne insmenMal peepte have 
attempted to caaater a^aeee President Tiveodore BncseveK's chtff^vntf cn aMt 
programa ea»J that ccntsoUing water was "the single step rmdjmng to be taken 
tofbre Man becooes mastrs over Naiute."^ BviJeoce shows that humans have 
toeci tryoig very hard to cake this step. In the Unned Scatea, Ibr rvampie, only 2% 
of nvers have not been dwnmol In Ouna tltfse are mote dian 22MO dwns, 
oriucb d^en aikl diaciul hundreds c^ rivers Vhilt managing water has Ka ban* 
rfics (power, isngaticn^ Qood prevent icn, ecc.), current te^rr h p^s to many 
problems by damming Dams polluticn by Uocking drainage sys* 
terns thac carry out manmade edtfnent Tius lewda co sod escaion and shorter life* 
spans fcpr raaar voirs drat fill up with mud interrupt dia brewling cycles cf 
certain such aa aalmcn Eipruftd dams aranotoncus sources ^Aocding. 

Aoother exampie of poor waiar management ia tha rapid depletion of 
aquifers These underground reservoies are essencially nonrenewable: while 
groundweter dees seep dowo to eepleaiah supplies^ it does so at a rate diet is 
slow enough to be considered ncsieiistent. Voter Iroce aquifers^ wha:h 6 ex* 
traccoJ the ground through pumps or welb^ 6 being drained at a rapid 
rate In Saudj Arabia^ for examfde, groundwater ettr^tion axounts 7 of 
weteruaage Ac its current rate of evtra:cion, Saudi Arabia's groundwater wil) 
be depleted by 2050 Saudi Arabia's miamanagement of groundwater by us- 
ing it Ibr sgricultueal irrigation when they could conseM it by importing wheet 
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M oc^foim h tb6 cost of p<odanng it, h oot &ii isolmJ caa FfUb cb^ Ubjwd 
to Lib fa toChiiu^ «/atfr*i&t«nifve<top irnganoAii draiAicig^Uibn aj>d 
thus craiicif titt pottibilicy^ aiuuscaibibk igticujfaie lo the huoM. 

Wa(€f as a Human tight 

&mply pof^ buMtn ngbts ara thosa wbjch batoog to til F^opia bacauaa 
of rbtif buaaoity Afucle I of rha 1/hhw/o/ ^ H^man Rt^bts 

(UDHB) tcatas *AII hamafi bam^ aaa bom fraa and aquaJ m dijiuty and 
figbfs Tl>m Pi^hta^ ^ich baiong to all paopla a^ually ara aa ictiriaak 
paar of homafucy. Tbit 6 tatonlircaoJ by tha 2000 Unicad Naiiooa Devdop-* 
mant Pfogfam's Ham#a Date/a^vu wbjcb arataa * Human rijhra aaa 
tha tigbca poaaaaaad by all pattona^ by viAoa of thair <^an>oo bumaniry^ co 
Ixva a li& of Aaadom and dignity Thay aaa univatat^ inajjaaabla and indivi^ 
ibia/ ^ Affording to rha Uniud Nations Davalopmaot Progtam^ 
figbca anrxtla F^opla to maka motal <lajma on tha t^havMf of indxvxduah and 
on rba dasign of social airafiganwfita 

In The Haaaaa ^ Viarr^ Patar Glaick a/guas that *if tha fta m aa s of 

aafly hantaii righra [anguaga Ibaasaan that aaliabk pfoviaion d a aasoaaca 
as lundamancal as ciaan waiar would ba so paoblamatk/ than it is not 1^ 
facchad *co suggast that tha basic rights docuntaots would bava moaa aspbc* 
itiy includad a right to watan"^^ Glakk nMintains that logic saanu cosuggasc 
that d>osa who daalaad tba tha UDHR "considatwJ wacar to t< impbcirly 
includad as ooa tha *comp:oanc alamants* — as hiodamacital as aif 

human rights muse ba tpfiiti in a world which is maikad by sca^ 
city What l^pMS whan tbata asa not ancaigh raaouscas or sufficiaotly scabla 
lAStituMons to IttipfiiifiU tbafigbrs of ail peopk^ Who should go without^ and 
what^ aiactly, must titty mcrifica^ Aft tbara canain rights that must ba mac 
balbra othats cao Qujta simply^ thara ara cartajn acooonuc ccndjtiOQS that 
aaa absolutaly a&santkl to rha fulliUmant ofbusnan tights, such as *unpoUutad 
aif, uoFOllutftl watat, aJo^uara food^ wJaquata clothjng^ ^aqum shaltat and 
miomtti pamntiva pubik haalth case/^^ Thasa basic huntto naads^ co which 
ail paopla bava a tight and which ara assanttti lor su^ival, can ba cbsailW as 
tima naads thst^ac a maximum laval, providafc^subsistanca. A right cosubw^ 
canca oaca&aaniy must paacoia the attainment of cahaf rights 

In his book, Hansy Shua stacas, *Any parson who is alra^y 

dapnvad cf subsutanca and is halptaas to provide it fee bimsalf oa batsalf will 
from time oavae anjoyany huntto rights urUa&s soma othar persons iulfili 
tha duty to aid tha halplees oaa Vatae cMHy fUts within the tubric of 
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nghts WcJ>cur t mjibmicb amoum wmr^ humin caiftoc 
$ufviv< Sof wty knj. Alio. d>e «uwfM ai>J aruusent c/ ochcf ngbts 
iA pu on cJw abJicy <o ^cm «atfi For aiaapia^ figtw co food cacMC ba 
ixiUilUd vicJMur d>6 ivtiljbtlxry d" MMf to add to to aJ«|uw 

toltaf F^mde bn ^ bmfif H tha v«fy friirn to its auaacK^ (namaly^ to praa<t 
ftcm iha akffiams) u uitomtf>ad ty a am jMl>9icig proUam as dah)d<^ 

OCA As a subustam nfht^ waca 6 nns&afy lO aikJ cf lodf to human 
aod^ alM a a Aadjum thm^h wluA ochar nghrs can be aa^oyad 

Ac a Novambaf 22, 2002^ maaciag ol" the Unitad Nations Commitw 
OA Bcm^ic, Social and Oil coral Rijhfs^ Dr. Jaaii Zicflar^ Sp»oai R^pA^ 
taur on aba Right to Food ac to Commoaion on Homan Rights^ aud that 
watar a *lN^o»d food* and u nacawry to all human baiaga Dt Zjaglat'a 
acatamact craataa a ctucAl linlt ban» oc A vatat and tod and alludas to to 
Atarfaiacad nacura of tubaiatanca rights. The ganatal commacit dratod at to 
and of aba Commiccaa's saa&ion atataa^ ^'Tba human right to watar la irvdi^ 
pamablafor (aadmg a life in human dignity Ic is apaataquisica to aba raaliA^ 
tion of othar human nghts 

What ton^ aiacdy, doas ic maan to rhata to a basic right to waiar^ A 
figbc to wuat must comapond to tha basic rvaads fer which a pat son raquiraa 
waaar; chat is, paopla hava a tighc to an amount of waaar that anil allow thaa 
to subaiat. As ft a c^ m 1997 by to UN Commiaaion on Suscainabla Davrlo^ 
mane in toif Cmfntemfv$ Asststmmi ^ tbt itaraansi ^ At VttU, 

*AII pAOpla raquira ^casa to amounts ofclaan watar. fer such basic 

naada as dtinkmg^ sanitation and hygiana 

Tha fight A watat is tacognisad, by nama, in savafaJ craacias and dacl^ 
fations. Tba CcAvantion on to Eliminacion of All Forms of Disctimination 
Against Woman (article 4 , pnragfaph 2 , b>^ to Coovancion on tha Rights of 
tha Oild (arocle 24^ poragtaph 2, c), the Ganeva CoovanciCA talatiua to to 
Ttaatmant of Prisoners of Vaa, of 1949(afciclas 20, 26, 29. and 44), and to 
Ganava Convantion ralacive co tba Pfoeaction <£ Ovilian Parsons in Tima of 
cf 1949 (aaaclas 9% 89, and 127), all ciu eba bask naad to watat and 
provida a lagai basis to eba fight to watar. 

Implomontatlon of tha Right to Wator 

Ethically, logically and lagally, tha human fight to waaar must be anal^ad 
A light c/ why so Aany p^pl^ do hava ^caa to a subsiscanca amount of 
waaar. Human rights covanarus arvd dorlasaiions are an imporrarvt part of to 
scruggk to msttfe univarad accats to wacar, but tbay ara noc anough 
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Vhik Q^OM fityi a rola m vaur aliocatioci^ thai e^Ufutioci aJona denies 
MponaAC lok buAW iAcm^fwioci plays ici warn allocaaupA Scaacic^ jc«& 
b^yood dw ability fr^iu om of cb^ir ntrxiraj MOOFcaa. A <^biiMT)00 

of mtciy fatton paiaciiidn paopk from obaair^ng tha Mourcas shay Mod to 
aub&iSL TbM jnchkla, amoof otlvn^ poixskal cooduiona^ eba ikgM of pc^a 
aad acabiliry lo a <otu^cfy« ica poblic haalch <ooditiooa^ rha acradgeh of ica 
iAaticoMona^ to tadtf>ology, aj>d fbraigo iovatsmacic polkks Orw farfor, 
poUskai acor^my o( tha markac, reveala much abous tha scasa of warn ata«icy 
wacat ngbea. Titt coTKapa of *rba aoaakes'' la uad iMa to A>aaA f Itt jrKaruivaa 
tf>d ttuorw ofcbQaaiaaoco(ionawhithJrvaAimamanooal<CAtra. araiApowariid 
acoo^k poaiaona^ThM ifBtuusiooa lododa national goMtoAMta of wealthy 
nations^ jkbai wacaf <o^oratiooa^ and intaaoatiooaJ lending iaantooooa 
Tivasa artoaa have a lat^a inflaanta oo tha way taarkata foiKtion^ 
cally a4>an rhait intafnaa coieada It ia in tha aalf-intareat of thaaa cnaakac^ 
attofs CO advotata tha paivatitation of waiar taaakaca and, cooaw^oantly^ thay 
are tasa bkaly to frama areata to water in tha ian^uaga of human ri^ra. Tha 
Moit ti chat powarfuJ markat^rtora are urvdatnunin^ damocfatic pro-rata 
aad limiciog tha pao&pactt fot rha avoliuion of human davalopmant How« 
avar^ pnvata pfoparty artangamanta that valua tha protaction ofhuman ti^ca 
more than atonomjc cbket^vn do at&t 

Ona ar^umant tor tha pnvatiiatioo of wacat maikars la baaad on eco* 
noffijc thaory. Tl^ia poiot of viaw augsarts that hi(hat prkas for watat W)1l 
iawl to bartat planoing and titt poaubla appropriatioo of chjs Mouaca 
Many paopk claim that water ararcicy la a tasult of dw miaoaa of watat and 
that tha ptin^ry taaaon wacar la rvot mindAilly uaad la that titt ptka homana 
pwy tot )t IS tv too low. Foliowieg chjs bnacf raaaonin^^ ifpaopk ara forced to 
plara a gtaatat valua on watas bacauaa of a prica irvcraaaa^ they wil) ba tasa 
likely to waata ic Curtantly. lor most p^opla wuat is frea or priced vary low 
PaikraJ. scata^ or local ^vatnmaoca subsidiaa the price of domestic water 
coosomprioo and. thua. the ptka people pay lor wacar is Ear t^low what it 
otharwiaa would ba in a ttae market, whara cha prica of wacar woukl adaejuataly 
rrflacc dw cosc of its ptoviaion. 

TiMaa who favot higher prices state that a low ptKa i^notas cha avpatw 
aiva taaks of collecting, putilying^ storiag^ and dtlivrring water. Thay point 
out that while wacar is a frae gift of oatura, its provision is ooc They abo 
poiot to aiamplas like the ona of Saudi Arabia's wheat prwJuccion to show 
that water IS froqueotly wasted 00 such unc^rassary uses since wheat o available 
Sot importaticn. An example such aa clu^ they mairwain^ demonstrates that 


65 



li » r I • < . 


iA4 


waKr CO bo pticti to roHoct ui iruo <coc, and bocaoio ^jusc 

(tfico a r!>opo^or coaiomm* ucJicyoguaJi p<odocott* <ho maikot 
should thtch^SiUm oiod codotofmioo pfico AMovij^g ^ aaikoc eosoc 
tho p<ko fef vaar oporu tho door ro cho involvoAocif of dw pf)va<o mccoo 
S uppsrfm ol"p<ivaio ofuotpfisopo^ot to pfo-lxiQ<fad govommoof occivk 
aikl hjgbl)glw fho (ict thai poymooti tW thM ^fivici^s m mc 

00 <bair qiuLcy oi t&cttfKy, At gomomoAC hoi i>o oco^nuc 
<ivo fo ploM d>o p^plo ic aofvof. OrcoiJ^ly Aett m policical^ aikl 

moral cooiidaraaons fhac aoy govotnmoot muic ioto agcounc vboA p<^ 
v)diog aaorvjco^ bur Virbcuc bring rubsrancally ^couruabk to aoy ona prt- 
aoo or any aingly^rfinrd grcnp of propk« tbrra aimply ii nor moagB incrmive 
fo provick a high^ualiry, rfficiooc aofvka Moraovar^ sio£a govammant aar* 
vicaa ara apmd ouc ovrt dw rrwwpopalarioo^avan aaubacaofiaJ inafliciaocy 
may hardly ba oocKaabla xo tba aggragata 

Pfivau <ompaojaa^oft fhr orbatbaod^ ara accouncabk to fhair parrona 
aod aharahoidara^ and suar mporvd ro tbair oaada arvd praktaocaa Tl^ua 
fraa aarkar advoraiaa gmataily &vor <ha attwiKa of private aorrtprxaaa (o 
raiaiion to tha wairt industry^ aupporraaa of privariaacion aaa no raaaon wby 
thia aaccof of rha marLat ahould ba craatad any diAarantly tbao ochar aac^ 
roaa Ya<« if ac<aaa ro waur la a human rights abould xra provxaxoo ta lafc to 
the ^rae hand* of tha aarkat^ What doaa xt maao to tubjarc human rxghca 
to the maikat and its laws of supply aod demand^ How xa tha maakat cur* 
rantly dealing wirb aubkcra of human tights^ such aa wares? Asa maskaca 
aacacarbaaog povarty and corwsibuting to water acarcxcy^ Ara prxvara an rat* 
prises helping rhe poor wrcais the wacar they oaed in ordet to survxva^ of asa 
they damaging rhe liver of poor people by pucring prolir concaros ahead of 
the rights of rheir consumara^ 

Ifv *UtxljDes Privatuatioo aikJ rba Poor Leseoos and Evidence £ruB latin 
America," Bs cache, Gunee^Iiifco, a^l^poigar note the general stigma sagank 
xng tha afiacts of privanaatioo on tha poor; "Tba perceprioci p^ntation 
polxcaa bust d>e yoor> is widaepraad in the popular prats and u an important 
&ctor decarmioing the political sansiriviry of the reteffi agerulL*^^ Tbeta seams 
ro ba two ralarad reasons Ibr tha bwj prats on paivamanon 

Firsts privatxiarioo and acooonsk groanh am closely linked, (n cba post 
Ixfry yaara, since pfivariaauon became an xntemariorul development cnancra, 
sevefal developing countfiet^ mcar aocably Tbiaran^ Hoog Kong^ SingapM^ra^ 
and South Korea, have adope^ pfivatiaatxon strategies and have sustained 
positive growth Yet other countries^ from Kyrgyt&ran to Kenya ro El Sdvadca^ 
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hive not ^himJ the siaii ^oghe^^t^p msoIis toliovicig privacmiiocL Qev> 
Focfomcky^ bbm privatitiiHan^ even though otb^r policies cniy 

pliy 1 fc4e in a lick ol^ecoo^K gio%cb. 

Secood^ in Moy developing coonalei Mfket ^lures ind poorly Ainc* 
tiofung privece eompfim create in uncoApeciave eoviroament resolfing lO 
poor services Blick milkers iie an oucgio%fh of this sxiuetioci. it utility 
induKiies in lArio Anxerici^ tot example^ privece enterprises have been lU^ 
giJiy opefiting for decides ikngside seire^run utilxiiss. Tlwse ilEegal services 
do not tike piece 1 0 am like t charecterieed by perfect competition, end ther^ 
feee lesajf in i poor i^uelicy of service 

^Evidence shoa^ thee, in general^ competitioa 6 good lor ill cooiomm, 
including the pm,* Eetacbe^ Gomet^Lobo^ md Leiptiger stiie (n chit sense^ 
competiticn lepreseots i case vhete efficiency ccnsidentions and welfiie 
CO 01 idem ions coiocide In rhe initince of private water u&ege^ the evi* 

dence ftem their study shoers value the t^ualicy aod relabilicy of 

the service more than the pnee^ poor people ire "usually willing to yey so^ 
scantiilly more he e tebible service/^ Thus, even if poet people do end up 
plying more for i service like water, it does not omssinly imply e negative 
telencnship ^it increases caused by peivitiution nuy be welfue-enhincing 
if people value the quality of the service more thao the price — as evidenced 
in the lesuks <£ their study.” 

Currently, the market for water is estimated co be worth moee then 
MCO billion per year^ and that is caking inco account the fact that only 
around of all water is in the private sec cor ^ In the United Sraras, for 
example^ the private water sector cteaces moee than $80 billion each yeas m 
revenue ^ Annual global water revenues amount to approximately 40% of 
the oil industry.^ 

In United Kingdom, water was a pibbe service until 1909. Irutkily, 
titt ootc^M of privatisation ware rather negative Between 1909 and I99i, 
while the pec^ cnaigins cf titt private companies increased 692%^ titt sates 
charged Ibr water were raised 106% aial^ at t^seme nme^ the number cfBsic^ 
ish Citiaens wheae water was disconnected increased by )0%.^ Vhile these 
numbets seem to cast privatiiation in a negate light, a eexspanson baewaen 
England and Scotland makes pivatiaation look relatively benign In 1909>Scot* 
tisb watet was virtually identical to English watet except thet it semae>ed m 
public lunds when Prime MaustarThaichefs pnvamation program commenc&l 
Scots initially benelited from lower prices^ but 14 years later tl^ situation 
decs not Icck gcod Accosding to Th$ on water; 
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ScMtiih Waur is im Mcitfu fhan southam pms, its m?xc« ddiv€iy 
(S pn«r and Witt rcjoalxcy is vom; )f is^ 0) can years t^bind. 1b 

caub op, ic IS Isaving so raise vatsr tssiBs above Enrich kvaU.^ 

Ill this case^ shartfora^ ptivatjsaaoo apfeaes fo have baen tha<Mra<f solusion 
In Cochabamba^ Bolivia^ hovaver^ a pfivaiiaasion srsateg^ had <ha 
pn i ^ tfhct In 1999> rtse Voakl Bank relusad co guasantae a (25 miKioo 
loan to sefiftSiKetha cic/i Mtaraarvjcaa unless ri>e ^veecment sold tha<iffs 
publk wacar aompoa^^^ Servxoo Mumc)p«l dal Ague Pocabia ^ Akancaril^o 
(SBHAPA)^ to a <onsoruum led by tba AmesKan <onscnscf»oci Ciam Bachtai 
Within a (n moofhs^ a/acar rates rM eKpoaeneally^ saquisiag soaa people 
(0 spend <lose to half tlttir moctihiy bud^ats oa Mtar In January^ 2000, 
scrikes and peocasts against waser peivatiaaaon broke ouc in the ctry. The 
government <allad in ttihufy croops^ enftecad eurfrvs^ and impoaad snaniai 
law. Several pfocesrs turned violent and a saventeaa year-old boy was killed by 
a soldiet By April 2000^ under immense prassura from cba Bolivian people, 
the governs enc beoka irs ai^reement with aba eonsortiuffi and ratumed <on- 
trol to SEMAPA This e^etience shows that watet pnvatiaatioci <an be ax- 
tremely dangerous and avao liia-threateajng 

Tile preceding examples sug^c some important points about atatar 
peivaciaafioo r e fa ne. As vidi aJ) economic seAems and steucrurat adjust- 
menrs. eartain groups of people tend to benefit aoee than oehers Tlin la 
especially true in the transition^ or irvtetim^periodwhen themaskec is thrown 
out of Its previous equilibrium. When the water sac toe eras privatiaad in dse 
United Kingd^, prices rose rap idly, disprcportionately sAaccingpoor pa^le 
who had difficulty puying for watec In Bolivia, hoatavar^ privatitation pr^ 
ceedsd too quickly^ and the transition panod produced unbaarabla muirs on 
low income people od>o wete simply unable to pay for atatar and cbaraforr 
protested the price increase. 

In Au^Bi PBiBffyy rhe 2000/2001 Voeld Bank *World Development 
Report/ the authors state that those Aversely lapucted by market r eforms 
include Nhe unskilled^ the immobile^ and those without access co the new 
market cpporr unities— because they l^k human capital^ ^cess to land or 
credit^ or infoascruccuse connecting for^Hung areas.''^ ff rhe docision to priv^ 
tiaa the Sirarar sector is potentiaKy expk&ive^ adiy would governments run the 
tisk of doing so^ One immediate ansater is that governments are turning in- 
creasingly to the private sector co fix their country's fiscal problems 
Pnvatiaanon^ goveromencs bebeve^ means that they no longer need to invest 
Id a dilapidated a/arer infrastruccura 
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Th^ lAMnufiociii te B^ctfurfucoon and D^vdopiCFnc (IBRD) 
a&d cba lAtanuiiofui FiAiAca Cocpofaiiofi UBQ» vhich aM both p«f t the 
W>rid BaAk, w curmcly wy involvad ifi waear MAi^aFnc Poa< yaa/s 
ijOiA MoaaAib^t>e« fWaxampk^ <ba IBRD bdp^ to pfovida a il 17 mitlioo 
loaA (0 fhagovarnffiFAC Tof dabc ai>d various iciMcrucfuiapfojacfs Ooe 
Mipubiiociof the loao vaa lor the govafTmanc to pfivariaa itr vacat sarvicas; 
Bouygaaj^SAUR, a FmKh muiriftariocial with opmrrofu in ovrt SO coorw 
<rias, rocFived coocra^r to paovida watar sarvicas to abvxjc 2 .) miitioci pw^pk 

(A HotaAibK|ua As Aocad aarliar^ tha riruatiOA io Cochabamba^ Bolivia, 
was aHactad by aba Voaki Bank loaA'r coadiaiOAS Facad wiab a cruAV 
blin^ wacar syrraffi^ tha BolivaA gowimaoc dacid^ ro caka on a $ 2 $ nul* 
liOA kail thai caao ibaad tha paivariaar^on <£ irs public arataf racror. Tha IPC 
abo plays a pivocaJ rda io pfivatiaanon by pfovidiAj firttociag to aba 
molfioackaaiwataf coaporahona. Ia tha big^Mprivaaiaatka tkal in tha worlds 
tha IFCprovidaJ upwards of 1^00 aillioo to a FfaAch moltirttoooal corpora-* 
iron, Suaa^ co pfivatiaa tha watat induatry m Buaoca Aim.^ Ia tiu IFC 
has paovidad invastwiant capital to Suat ^tcaa aha world in placas such as 
Thai land « Ghana, and BtaaiL 

Tha lAUtAatkAal Mooatary Fund (LMFl^ tbtoofth its Povany Baduc^ 
tioA and Gfowth Facility program, haa graatly iAcraaaad its tola ia waiar 
privaciaaiion as a coAditko lor racaiviAf dabt raliaf. In aba past diraa years 
this program has baa 0 faspoAsiblafervariouspaivatiaation inuiatimiA Aiany 
of tha work's poorasc^ aAd oltao taasc scabla^ countrias. It haa raqoirad 
privatiaaiion lo; Nigar Iba its watar^ taiacom, akccrkicy^ aAJ yrfokuffi in« 
doacnas: watar aAdalaccrkicy aactoas in Bwanck; aAd saway and waiar krilK 
tks in Honduras Ia Nicaaagoa, the IMP iA^sad a condition rw^uiriAg eba 
govammant to "iAcraaaa its wacat aAd aawaga rariA by L5 parcaot a A>ooth 
on a coAtiouoaa basis ibe tha purpMSsa of lull<oaa racovar^'' which amas thac 
CMsoAsars pay lor eba *hitl<oat'' c/ oparatioA^ A^aintananca^ and capital tx^ 
pandiroiaa.^^ Thasa cooAcrias aoc OAty l^k tha infrasttoccoia nacaasary co 
aasa tha sttocuiral tranaiciCA to pnvatiaatioA^ but alao^ chay ara not cqasoIk 
dated danwraciaa^ and tharakra^ tha d^&ion to pfivatiaa la alnsost cattairdy 
AOC mada by tha ganatal poblk. 

In July of 7001, rha Vbald Bankappfovada il lOoiUion kanlbaGIttna 
on tha conditioo thac it would partbam savaral actions, ona of whkh was co 
^'lAcraaaa akctriciry and wacat taiiAs by 96 yrcanc and 95 pa r e a nt, raspac* 
tivaly« to covar epatating cosra/^ According co Sara Groaky^ m 
T Ha/ — /AlP/VWd Bmk Pa/mi ck Prat ^ lia Pear. 
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tiM GhaAijaci double iht mra^ ptkt tot t buckM of wattr 

b«tbf« the aiai afpfov^d m ord^t *<Mnply vith the Bdfdc'i required 
'prior artioA" tor a£ree&iA( the rffurrueal ^jusmeAC foan Tl^is pr»ce« 
cbimi« is cue of Mch fof tbe average peeaoA in Ghana iAd« even if ie reflacca 
titt true cttc of waiar provision, really only providn beoefirs cothr rvav pnvare 
water cocopany, VorUi Bank lenders^ and tba policicaJ ehra lO Ghana who 
ao]Of being on gcod teems vxrh the major ioreroational tending iotcicuoons 
The ckae eeiaaonship betweeo tbe IMF/Worid Baok ieodiog iatrir^ 
rioftf « corporate water providers and oanooal govetrmentr is cause for <oe^ 
cem. The poteo rial problem with rhew close relationslupr is chat the prospects 
for stability and growth in the devetopiog worlds which the IMP. VoeklBank. 
and developed<ounrey govetnmenrs claicB they are peocBoeing^ have become 
increasingly tainted by tbe profic^riveo incentives <£ waret multinetionaJ 
corpMsearionL Irv GiiiaJ ViUf Maude Berlow and Tony Clarke scace^ 
*Big waref corporations are also mocivacad to grow because of their wid^ 
ranging, intemaoonaJ links with governments, political parties^ the banking 
industry^ and entetnaaonal financial institutions like tbe World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund Tbe nature of these relationships and the 
ultimate impwrt oo privecieatioo merits attention 

The Frer^ water gwnc Soaa« for ttample^ in maoy ways e apoktkal an^ 
mal CEO Gerard Mestrallet has held numerous pcaitions with the French gov« 
erumenc io cracupcet^ omsomy aod fawKe^ and the Directot Jerome McmI. 

was a tens pcs nt chief of stalF to Prone MiAiseet Jacques Chita: Its own toerd cf 
doeems incli^les current aiul fom^ corporate executives Aom three large banks 
inFrance, epncoOGcf Nestle, adirectoecf SMLas well as aOOof^:pwer 
Ccepoeaticn Additknally by operating through its US subsidiaries^ Sues 

hasifooaied mooey for congreasicnal campaigns aedgave I N 1 4 50 in "soft money 
(unsolicited) dene cknsd us 0 ^ t^ 199^?O00ala:tion cycle ^ is also a big 
pieyes lO tb^ Busepean Perum on Se^ices — a lobbying group that pushes for 
creation ^ new rules on pcivatcaticn of public services at the WTO 

Corporations like Suai» armed as they are with their own legal, public 
rdetions, and policy div&ions, are able to exercise for more pnlxtical power 
Within elected todies than more people realise They are "fortified by sophis^ 
ticeced lobbyiog machinery'* and therefore^ develop their own (egisUtive 
agendas to mil oeoceg over 0 me nt endorsed laws ^ poise testae d prog ramr« which 
may help i^rease their peolit marginL^ Admittedly^ th& typeof lobbyir\g 6 
not specific to wecer corporations in the maiority of Vestetn countries; icdeecL 
meat privece industries lobby for their mteresrs. Vhet sets apart the actions 
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of fh« MtFf coFpofaiioni is d>e dlWc <bey hivt on the bvn of tb6 pMXtf 
odM <otu)cn«s. Lobby)i>{ ii i MaiuJasJ cf^raiion in hjghly^mtop^d do> 
mocr^iF^ And bFcaoie of fh« tyumi of inwftti checks eoJ tolssKM^ even 
the most powerful <oepoeii»oci« whethet by ^cxdenc or by willful negligerKe^ 
would find ic diSkult to herm the popiUtion sevetely. PolHicei levereg^ng 
thet t^nefics the cp^raiiOQS cf water corporanons m the devetopng worlds 
bowevef, is pxencally harmful^ as the iruticutioos of three countries ate noc 
neatly at capable of dealing virh market lajiurea ce eoepoeate uperuption 

The Suet example^ nuerored by other simjiar uruatioot m the world's 
iarj^st auiciAational water coepoeatioot^ raises a ttrxous queeeioci about the 
tittoretjcal oarure cfda&ocracy aad the way in which it actually lunctioru lO 
a woe Id of eupef-pM3wet corporations The pefvaaiee political clour cfmultir^ 
tioftti corporations appears to s eve r ely undemsirung the nature of demo-* 
craric governance, aa can be deduced £tom the alorementioned eiamples of 
water privecizaiion in Bolivia and Ghana In the United Nuioru Develop- 
ment Program's 2000 *Homan Development Report/ ie authors state: 

Economic policymaking behind closed dooes vobtes the right to p^ 
Lrical participation— and la susceptible to the corrupting influences of 
pclicicaJ power and big money Ic creates e duoblxng envitonmeru^ ripe 
fix human righrs failures. This democratic deficit la widespread in locals 
national and global economic policymaking— relWeted in slum cleas- 
ancea thee wantonly deprive people c^ housings dims tlur flood housea 
and farms^ budget allocations that bvour water for middle-class su^ 
urfas rather than siuM^ logging that destroys the environment and oil 
welb that pollute fields and nvers from educhpeoptodraw livelihoods 

The implications of th& *denoctatic deficic* cut to the heart of the push 
toward privatization cf water Privatization, developed m thjs way« may nega* 
tivefy afi^t tbe human nghc ^ poor people to water The Tduman Develop 
ment Repen* links several avoidable travesties thet are occurring in titt world 
today with interr^nonal closed-door policy makir^ (both policecal anJ corpo- 
rate in nature) Tltfse policy makers are opposed to rhe right to wares because 
titty beoefic creatirtg it as simply a huivttn neol that be subject to 
titt economic dictates of titt market The powetfuipc&itions they occupy allow 
tittm to make impMartanc, and often overwhelmoigly unpopular, daemons^ which 
perpetuate tlttir level of influence and undetaine the future cf true dec^cracy 
Ifv tus bMXik^ PrsMt/zj WUiaa I. Robiruon describes a low- 

level brand of demoerwry being im{demented in several countries m which a 
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ytfy small thtt ^fuaity rubs aad *mas& pMe<)paiHao ifi ckcHioo^Mku^t 6 
coAlis>ed to badmbip chmce in ^iacfioos maaa^^ ^ companng 

ttius."^ Vhila Robinson 's tbois iJi ways^ abous ^ qiMCiOQibk 

itfitifr^y ^ dcfhtuic *6efMcntic^ pM^incal iibcicucicas^ a is c^roxaly ti^d 
CO r!>e aspirations and ol" mulcioationd <orpofai»ona um cbe 

wm "frananaoonal to da&cribe thcaa mov€ and ahapa tba gkbaJ 
acocooiy and^ cbu&« t^nafic ^cofdxdgly Robison statas^ ^Tha aganc of cha 
global aconomy is tsaAsnaiiOQal capital, otgas>iaad in&ticatlooalty xo gkbaJ 
cofpMMtiona^ ici sapraoationat aconomk plaoning a^aariaa aod political £o> 
tuMS^ and Moagad by a <laaa-<OQacloui traosnaaosuJ aUca basad in tba cofa 
of tha wtfld systam Tbis cb&s is cnada of QOs of tha Uigaat corpora 
tions« govamaaot mmistars^ and the architacta c( trading and arrange 
manrs in tha WTO, V«kl Bank, and IMP 

Tba ttananational alita^ Robinaoo posits, has an aconosmc goal asd a 
political sttatagy to maka aura that goal is attuned Prc/ir is tha aconomic 
aia« and tha political maans xncluda Nha alimiaation of scata intatvancoci in 
tha aconomy and of tba ragoljuon by individual nation^srataa of tha ^tivicy 
of capital in thait tamtotiaa Whathar it xs tha US govatnmanc awaiding 
saconscsuctupn contacts io Ir^ to Vka Pmidant Clttoa/s lormar atnployar^ 
Halibuicon^ or tha political lobbying and aubsacjuacit arcunsulation of watar 
distsibucon rights by tha Franch firm Vivandi^ it xa not diflinilc to saa tba 
way m whjcb tba transnaiicoaJ ahra banafits from baxng abla to saoriant and 
scructusa political priontias. 

Vhan govamaatts. institutions^ and tba transnational alxca concatw 
trata powar in the haods of multinational watar coepoaatioas^ it bacomas vit* 
tually xmpoasibla to guaraotaa that snxnimum accais and quality aaasusas — 
in other words, subsistanca rights to watat — ara taken into account And 
whan corporata irwatasts and profit n^icaiaaiicn pracadanca oust dsa 
tights of otitaos^ cootaptions about rha very oatura of those tights ara al« 
tatad 6 a bucaaa tight; howavar, in domastic and ineamatiooal fo-> 

tums^ It 6 not baiog traatad as such. If watar wara to ba ragardad aa a hunwn 
sights then governments would^ ai least in tbatiay^ ba sasponsibla tot guasasw 
taaiag access to an amount of it. Recant ititaaoational watar maec- 

mgs, such as rha 2000 World Watat Forum in Tha Hague, heva addrassad 
water in the contest of humao needs, not rights. Thase aaacitigs ara run by 
those vttkc sea a aonetary value attached to separating watat frtm the tan* 
guega of hucaan tighrs. Tba 2000 Fotum, lor losraaca, was ctpnvanad by tba 
transnaticnal elite; avaothcogh tha meeting was oflicially cosponsored by the 
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UouftJ Nat iobs tfid <ha Worid Bank, IMF afkl World BanL ofikiala, in additkio 
fo tba bMli of <be lai^eat wai«r <orporai»OAa^ rto tha avenc and dictated ica 
fisui outcome. ThM iAdividtuIs oppwcuruaikai^^ uaad <be fioving s^ara of 
a wofid waear <fiaia to promota fha cofpofat^ <oiu(ol of mtt Tba "Vatoc 
RapKc/ pra&a&wd a< cba FofUAi by r!>a Vo<ld Va<af Coufvil^ addMMd wa- 
w aa a imd ai>d aratad chat rba pf)ca cf waiar aafvkn ba cocamana^ 

fata with tba coat of pfoviaioo.^^ A paicing rabitcnah^p of thia aorc runs 
(MMtt CO vxavinj vatar aa a hamao ngbt bacau&a it altowa tot tba vary mJ 
pM»aibiticy that aoo>e ^ daoiad accaaa co waiar 

uAabU ro foy lot ic In aaaaa that aae warar^acarca^ tht utuaiioci la avan 
bka^cac Bacauaa of tcaacicy tha coat of pfoaiaioci lO vataf-fMriCtad afaaa la 
graatar than othar locations Poor paopta living m tha&a araaa alraady bavr 
graai difficulty ^qujring mtt iod would £iad life tnott buidaoaoma, if not 
unbaaaabk^ if tha pnca of wacar raBaatad tha coat of ita proviaiorv 

In a Drcatr^af 6 , 2002 , lotarviaw oo Canaik Broadcaat Corporation 
fCBOlUdk^PatatSpillatt^ d>a lttadofanviroocoanc,qualic)t andsu&ujnabilicy 
fot Btitith watrt ctfporation Thamaa Vatar^ candidly a^bjnad tba rrlatiorw 
chip t^rwran tha taiga wart corporatiooi and incaroatiorttl landing laatu^ 
tkna lika tha IMP and World BanL Ooa atcatpt of tba intarvia%« in particular, 
apaaka to rha caotraliaation <d cootroi ovar tha world'! watat rtaourcaa* 

Wa With [tha iaodiog aganora] on a rangaofiaiuas, iarludiog naw 
Ibami of handing ao:bani&mi^ whara wa cao work cogaAat to allaviata 
li&lc If you about tha Thud World maikac, privaca companiaa ara 
lookiog for ways thay cao lavaraga thtii aaparianca and muada with 
oaganiaations lika tha World Bank ao that thair risk axpoauia is limitad 
acd thm ara ways of pfoviding linaaca wbkh aatcsiy borb d>a laadars 
aad tha ctiaot. And wa woakquita a lot witb tbam and through vanous 
oaganiaationslikaGlobal ^AtarPartnarship World Vatar Council and 
tha World Varar Porua ^ 

This rmlation froa an official of ooa cf d>a laigasa waar corpMarations 
apoaka volunw about tha way in which accasa to watat la bring manipulaiad 
at rba intatnational EavaL Kaadt of corpoaaiiooi have barn abla to coo vinca 
mam baft ofgroupa lika tba IMFaod Vofkl Bank that wataru ahuman naad 
Tha IMF and World Bank in turn, banalit (torn putting tha kickHcart mooay 
into wacar pnvatiaation aad davrlopAaot projects Thjt work bal|tt to juati^ 
thair aiiacaoca^ and thay appracaxa tha fact that thay aaiotajn low nak b^ 
fha complation of tha pao|act! fast! lO tba hand! of cha cofpMMtiona. 
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auicuufiociili bttitfu ftoiL tbdpoiiocd kvm{idg<vij lofttd 
pfxvacisiiioci fhfou^h Sauccur^ Adjuicadcif Pro^raM^ fof inMific^) )diCH 
atad by <ba IMF aikl Vbrid Bank OfKt <bey at wofku>g watar 

ccfpotUiM lAd rhe Undifi^ a^ocxas wabk <nbosc iMCiogs lika <ha 2000 

^Ripfld Watar Fnaum. An icicarcia(innaily«feccgniiad <n^naon sorb aa cba 
Unicad NaiiCAa^ a bfou^hf on t^rd buc lanmad^ataty maa^j^jaad at cba 
aca/rot dw aaatu^g Than^ by ciun( avxdaoc^ that poof paopta aaa willing co 
fmy fix waiar^ tbay aac abla co <nclify naad^baaad bnguaga on watat in dadar^ 
ttona hka fha "Vitioci Rapm/ whxh haipa build aomantuna towaad focuat 
pTivatiaaiioci pro^a^ca and <orporaia wataf concrol. 

TV poinc about paopla baing willing to pay fix waiar la an icnfM^nanc 
coa ici tba curaanc daVia about vbathar watat ia a tighc ot aimpiy a naad 
Savarai atudiaa indkata that paopk would tathar pwy <or pay moaa) fix watar 
than hava Trae (or ia&r aapanaiv^X irfagular and unaHiabla aaavka* "In IWc^ 
thara a aoucitidg avldanta ftoa WUiOgnaai-t^Pay aufvays undatcakao m 
Cancfal and South Amarica indicating that avan vary puot housabolda woukl 
prtfat to pay a aaasonabia bill in oadat to hava a bmaJ coonaation to pipad 
watar aatvicaa than maintain an inlormal coemption 

On dw sur^a thia tratacnaoc makat xc appear aa if poot p^Cflt want co 
ywy fix watat and that, avan if d>ay had the opeko^ tVy could aAbed to do so 
Gaariy no ona wuba« ro pay mofa fix somathxng^ aap^xaily whan on a tight 
budgat« but the mora icoponant point u that theaa nxvaya and the *wxliing* 
naaa to puy" language dacepcxvaly directs attention away from the opportu-* 
nity cost of paying more fix watac In other wofdr^ what poot paopla must 
aacfilice Veauaa of their "willingrveat to pay" — afidly adaquatadiat; thec^c 
of thax child tan'r aducacioo; money Ibr rtructueai rapuire to thair homaa^ etc 
— aee totally ignored but a/a vitally important ro the aealiaation of a full 
spec t rum of human rights Tliu broadat approach to a hun^ tight to water 
can ba witnaaaed in the formation and evolution of ri>a concept of human 
devalopcnant and en the languagaof dsa Bight to Davdopcnant^whichwill ba 
addmsad at the and of this paper 

Corporate irsHuanca it commodifying and commatcialuing water and 
aSKtir^ the normative framework >K#rtngK which people have traditfooaliy 
valued watac This alteration fsads back into the concentration and corwroi of 
water by the ttansnational alice On a thaorecical level, pnvatitation 
an icnpixit attumption ahM^ut the nature of the good or service in question* 
namely^ that rhac^nmodificaiionorc^matcialisatioo cf the good o< service 
it justified based on irs economic results Ptivatiaation relxas on the ^growth 
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MptrativF * vluch amas tlui incrcMd ctfuompciofi ii t pf<r«quisitt for 
pro£i( ai>d t thtMtf bui^Am FAViroAmoof. 'n>ui> privaco wti«r complies 
wottr resources "t«Ml on £oirk<c of iocftt&jng <onFutt^ 

<ion and prc£r ^ Comn>oJilicat)on^ <hrou^ purtbiiin^ 

sdliA(<lbrapro£i(L disuAce wmt ft^ tlw i^incoon if pUyi in basic human 
fi(hc& and sapMM ic from irs hio ibmacifd tek in life. 

CommodiiyiAt vatat baa dmiop^J JraAUfkaU^ in r^canc ytM follow^ 
id( fba growth cf tha boetUd mtt induiiry and nevdavalofpmanre lO watar 
frying ffcbnokpg^ According fc Maude Barlov and T»y Clarke, in fhair 
took SUtGMy rbe boffteJ wafer lodoacrv la eatimafed to ba worth |22 bxl^ 
lion per ^ear Sioca 1999> hava growo ac an rKpoomeal aanoal rata of 
over 20%. In 2000^ corporations botfled around 90 billion hear; of wafet for 
tiupmanf around aba globe ^ Becaure aha induatry is so youog , if 6 diffkult 
fo predKf aJI fha oagafive aflacaa thai may reault ftcih if. Ooa pocactfialiy 
haaardour anvironmacifal aspect of boctiad waiar la the enormous amcaint of 
space bofctes take up in bndliJJs. According to a study released by tbt Vorld 
Wildlife FaderationfVVF) in May 2001. the botfted water induacry uses I.) 
million tons of plaanc each year^ 

Following the traod of markaamg watet as a commodity to ba bought 
and sold lO bocriad form^ corporations are now expanding practicaa co 
produce iatgar quantities a:^erts have suggaetad that it might becheapar 
fee countties to impon water from corporations than Ibr them to fix the pro^ 

they hava with thairowoinfrasrtuccura or to bring in privara contractors 
to do so. According fo Jeffrey RothfeJer^ *A diirscy country such as Keoya 
could find that it's cheaper to I ..] import Iwater] by toai, thao to spend 
billions on pipes to pump in water Isoa a polluted rivar only a law hundred 
miles away.""'^ Supertankets aod more advanced technology make large-scale 
water traoafers a distinct pcaeibiUty Supertankers^ though not environmesw 
tally IMendly, caa move nmive quantities of water (n the early '90r^ one 
Canada ftoitet involved a leias c^pany was willing to finance a fleet 
of 12 to 1 6 of the largest supertaokars lO the world to transport water ft<aL 
Can^a to Thxas around tha ciocL^^ In Sitka^ Alaska, according to tha AUska 
Bsitnuj Aismhty, *a oo^mitlion-galloo tanker could be flilad every day and 
this would still represent less thao 10 percent of the region's current wetar 
usage Experts say that Bklutoa, Alaska, could export as such as 30 nuk 
lion gallons per day^ Among rbe nose intense plans ro ship water is one 
regarding meltwater from Greenland's enormous glaciers. Tlwse pure chuoks 
of ice cover over 700,000 square aod ase more than two miles thick 
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t molKfunond wmt cofpcfUion, bii alr«aJ^ to msa- 

pOH Auiliobi of galioos th& gbri^ wtttt to the voekl't higlttM bxdckn. 

T(KhAolojkil ^vAO£fcmMC& m gteatly roducing tltt <o» of tr^pofi- 
iO( waM, flukifig if ao tYtfi more Eeei)b(^ eoltffioo Tbo most imppsient 
devriopcneocs xo fhii tree m water baj rohemet Hauted by fu^boatr^ tbm 
potyotethiM ba^t <ao bold touch mote watet fhao supen ankm — up to 3 
million cabk meters or 720 btUxoo galloot TVte ba^t wm fin used by 
A^uariat Vatet TranapMWioo Co. lo the U.K &r>ce t997, A^uarxat has 
bean usxo( tbit tachoolocy to supp^ aeveral Gtaak T<i^ftrk iv^fh wuet ft<^ 
majnbnd Greeca techAology it cleaoet and aalar than sapercaok^ 
ars^ but it does not mitigata thapeoblaaa cixiaed by ff^jva watet axmrtion 
Moteovet, these tecboolo^ies remltfce the notion that scaKiry issues cao be 
solved by c^omodi^nj watet The creatofs and owners of such cechoolo^ 
&il CO appeo^h the oeua of water scaKicy from a human ti^cs peespacrxva^ 
thereby benatitinf themseivas and harmios those who are unable to fmj. 

Similar to tha affa:rs of fbtced ptivaaisanon through Scrurtufal Adjust- 
ment Ptograma^waiarttwjjng dktons tha aatuaecf Jemoctaaicgoveacanca and 
scacasovetaignry. Trade rukshava bean desigoad to protacc global water <o^^ 
rations, tha privatisation of watet servKas, and bulk aborts of watat lo 
trade tarms^ waiar is daaai£iad as a commercul goes! tad serviaa, ami may soon 
be coosfdeted an invastmana Gbobal tt^la rules, as espoused by tha VTO and 
titt Notch Am at ic an Peaa Trade Agreement (NAFTA), treat watar as a cradaUa 
commodjty anJ, dserefm. accofding toMas^ Pavor^NattmMLdNaifmaJTy^^ 
flSfV proviaions(GATT Articles I & U(), countries cannot rafrajn import- 
ing or ev peering water, aven wlwn they find ic in tlttif bast incasesc to do so ^ 
Such maasures can ba challenged as ttMl^restrictive tad caa ba btought before 
titt DiSputaSaittemant Body(DSB) as avioUaioncf w ivrulas.GATT Artkie 
XX providat Ibr soma envitonnwncal etceptioas; however, oaly cm C6B casa 
has uphald envi ten men cal conceeas ovat those of ts^ ^ 

NAFTA al so makes it varydiffkulc lor a govamnwot topeocact natural 
Mouscas like wuet Article 309 scaias that *no Party nuy adopt or masncaia 
aay prohibition or resrtktknoci he impareatioci cf anygood ofarvothar Parry 
ot on rhe axporcanon or sak lot export of aay goed dettia^ lot tha tarticory of 
aaoehar Party/'* Sirvea watet is defined as a good, ic clear^ lalb undar cbe 
scop4 of thu provision Additionally, NAFTA's section on lavesemaat <Ou^ 
tet ID allows for compaaias to sua goveeamenrs if thay led that chey are 
being ebstrurtad ft<a^ teadiag ^ In 1998, Sua Bdt Vatet CorpMMtion suad 
tha ^aadian gover nm ent lot tiOC mdli ^ chooaiag to baa tha atpoec of 
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bulk wattr^ Son Bdf Vdttrhii^ flw, t^doof Tof 

of ]ud)ckl pfnd^ctf^ whicb would Folldiff the iotu^tioo fer courts to 
ovFfrulft Uws sikl Mfulitioru of cclMr sratt j^ovemMOfs Sucb an ouccome 
ckp^ndsoo at^vofabk Adiog fe< Son Bolt VhiU it ii poaiblothti tht 

CaAuJaiigovemffienc wiU wm tb6<a&6, omptkai evxdmco from otbrr 
rddttd courts (such as rW VTO^s Depute Sectiecoenc Body} ckmoostrato 
fhjt erode concern ut rouboely fevoeed om whet, in tha cw« can be called 
^ trade «re&mccive^ peocece»oci)sc ieeeresra." Corporeoons cltisty scend co ben-* 
efic from such e developn>ent. 

The world's Urgeat water corppfation, Vivendi^ sicsoo cbe US CoaLtion 
of Sen/ices Induetnea and the Earofoafi Poruffi oo Seevicea^ wbjcb are both 
carreofly involved in negoriarronr ai the WTO regarding tbe General Agtt^ 
menc on Ttade in Services CGATS) Vivervdi^ and the ocher large water cor^«> 
rations, have been sorcea&ful lO urging the fraaers of the GATS co iinuc 
govemntecif service regubiicns as sue has pMSsrible ^Aier as a service includes 
such acciVitiea as wastewater treatn>ervt« sewer services^ contcruenoo of weter 
pipea^ grouc^watef aasearaent^ and future and landnpe protect loo Du GATS 
roles are caeniog cheee areata vital at they are Sor waters many Ixinctionr^ over 
tocommefcial activityand theprivate sector^ despite dseotWn contrary wishes 
of peo{de and even state govetnmeots. Because these roles are legally binding 
conscrajnrs^ Barlow and Clarke state« *No ocher intemacionaJ agreement co 
date poses such a direct threec to the legislative and regulatory power of gov* 
emaeocs Through tbe Dispute Sertlement Body^ the VTO can euchoeite 
Me abets to retaliete against protective toeasures Retaliation has, in several 
instances^ proven to be an effaccive implementanon mechanism^ and^ by us* 
log it, rbe WTO bas beeoable to override che laws scatea; such judicial and 
legislative powers are unpmdeoted and rana serious concerns over che n^ 
cure of global dociuon making 

In ^dicioci to treatiog wacer as a goed and service^ water ccepo rations 
aed the transnacicnal elite have been establishing corporate investor rights so 
thaccompanies caoeperate uncondiciooally io cehercouotries and have access 
to each ceher's markets and resources. Spetled out in Bitateral Investment 
Treaties (BfTs)^ these investor "tights* can ^provide global water corporations 
With the addioonal ecooomic and potiocal clout dwy rveed to pry open mar* 
kets and resources ^ WTO rvegocaiicns oo investment have stalled several 
times Since their inception at the 1996 Siogapose meetiog^ but investment 
scUl ramaiAS on che agendas of several member states^ chough in general it u 
on the backburoer at WTO talks. A multilateral agreemeot on lovescaent ac 
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tiM VTO would clMidify wat«r ai All ifivnimACif ibJ, as such« d^nwic p<09H 
MM CO pfocKf WAt«r Si A public wvk^ ai>d humAO pi^Iw cotiid bo soca (o be 
tr^A bsTiim And^ d>AMrofe^ could be chAllcAgAd si bciii^ crade^resakfive. 

Conclusion; 

The Dovetopment Framework 

TTui popet has ascibljsbftJ cbe raitence of a baik fi^c <o wAtat vlbch 
meaiu fbai human beings AfaacifitlftJ to a aubaiicenceamouiw^ water by vtffue 
of cJ>air hon'^Dicy This popar bas Abo iKastraiad thai )( ii lo cbe ioterast nf 
powerlui icitamaaupnai maikar ^tofs^soAASjkbd water corpuAiums^ natrooaJ 
^{ovAfnn>en<s, ai>J iotemaiupoal leodinp inacKutkoi^ to reAaici from cooespru-* 
almop wAcer as a buman fi^L Tlwy benafit Irom peivAnaatioo sttata^ks, which 
raisA ft</u margtfu thtouftb an larmae m tha peice ol" watec I frame 

tittcliicuasion of caaikacs )n a human rijhrs conteset^ ( am necasanly cruical of 
markec arrow that peioritiae acoa^nic cbrectivaa over and above ftilfiltmenc 

of basic hon^ p^bts This aoaJyaii^ while heiplui foe lUustrating the paeemi^ 
nem of such nghes^ nevARbdeas Guk to reconcile human rights with t^ acnic^ 
tueal of the market thai petpetoate rcarcicy T^telope, ic o neceasary to 
broadeo the acofu of the Argument from the tight to waies to the coc^ ape of a 
procaas of human deveic f enent that erwaib waJeepre^ tcrt^ueal chaogeL 

Basic fightseuend teyooJtIttnght towAterand irvliaksvds thasgtastbtf 
fight to feed, the right to houaiog^ titt right to baaic haaitt^ate and 

oJocauofu A^ d>e right to samney TIma rights to the Aftaicn^t cf ocher 

fights afki. thus, mutr to adueveJ befcee ccM fights can to Vhile 
urcLMtancea the feUillment ^ bas^ rights may rRfoifA titt prcwisicn cf gcoda or 
aervkes, whaiooeolm needs is simply to begranwd the cfpoecunify to peoeide 
fer cnaself Henry Shue acates chat^ eo ti^ sicuanoos, ^the faquasa is not to be 
/appMaf bui to to allowaJ to be on tha basis of one's own hard 

This sense ^persoMl tesponsibiixcy a^ Agen^ is Aspuusni by Nobd 
lAuraate AmifeyaSen ici DwJffmmfoi FrtadM Senviawtecooocak davalopmAnt 
At acnickiccenpocuntcfhunwnetjscence«inso£af as ft Mpe to expend tha oppo^ 
fufuttta avaibble to pacplA He staiAS» *Devalopnwor has to be nwe cottemad 
with enheocing titt Uvea we end the (reftlom we enjoy These fmdoms 
Ate whai give people titt cpporeuiucy to suppcei themselves^ aikl. in so doings 
help e^BfkJ tbe procees ^ devdepment to those Afoofkl them 
PeesonaJ ^coontabdiry la titt lifsr step in a procesa cf devefepnwnt dstt 
ftflocts both the agency of t^ inJividuai aod, also, le^ to tb^ Anfeyn^nt of a 
mcAA comfertabk Ida In thA UNDPa 2000 *Homan Devtkppenent Repcet." thA 
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authors wfiH, *Humifi 6 chr procM c( anhigicif pcopk's dvMS^ 

by ftpdikltfvs humtci and cipabUttr^ Human Uavrkpamc thus 

ilio raflans human cut CMM in ibasa luAcnooid^ tf>d capabJ^uas Devatcp-* 
mroc in ch& san&a« aboai tbe preens cJ iaadiog a Trea ai>d aalf^^upponinj Ue 
ai>d analog tha fruits nf cna^ owo la Kpr More tiun tha proens cf 

dmi^pmanr fhf <^ill fm^yhdi maf>f it cmm to ba bumao^ aikl^ 

tbr< a &K a » it is rnwhir^ to ba ntjoprd^ m ai>J cf kMlf. 

Draw OtnsMajttan^ m 8rfw Ns^ Cmrfrm fif fie e{ £Vte^iy 

an^ aaguas that^ wbik lulfJImrcif cf subsiscafKa eights li an inca^rai pare 
cf human niscanco^ it la important inaokr ar it to tha anfoyn>en( cf rhoar 
thin^ that giva bta las mnning; *lova, ftttadahip^ abll« art^ knoviad^, pira 
aura.^ Thjt is whatbaaaaans whao hracaiaa^ *Kunaan bongs vane im juac to 
bvr« bucfatbrt tolivrhiU^t''^ Tha tight to sobaisria a raqutsjta port cf human* 
icy — It ii built into what it maans to ba han^. Yac^ minimai so^ivai is ooc 
mough As OirisuanMC says^ *Tb aka out a living u hardly a human hSt at 
all Mm subuitam laavas poopta ci ascaia ofcooscanc uncmaioty tagarc^ 
ing (hot hitara weuricy and it limits thot capubilicy to clavaicp iato AiU hu-> 
man t^iogs and toanjoy rhosa things oriuch maka lik worth hving 

Srricus locial^ philoscphkal^ aoJ t^oto^icai weak is briog dca>r to poAorr 
human davelopmann titt auspkn of Bight to Drvakppmrnt (KTO, 
vha:b IS intagmicn cf various human ngho intt onr overarching concept^ 
whidimtfrorstMccaKapccfimagral humaodrvtlopmant.^ la 19B^. c^Uniiad 
Nuiocs GanaraJ Assrm^y aJo ^m l tbr Dmiawm m ete Ri^if ts DeveUfimenf 
Arcdr 2 2 of tha DatkrvMa states, ^AJI human teaigs hava a mpoosibihcy tor 
dMlopmaoL lodjviJually and coltecivaly caking ioto ucunt the orwd &r full 
saipocHbrcItfit human tights and tunJuMmaltraadoms as wall as thnrdutm to 
commuaicy whkh aloc^ can ansurr chr frra and com p irt a iuUiUmant cf titt 
human baing This artida c^raasas titt lokaga that occurs in the Right to 
Drvalcpmmt barwaan human fights and the partKipatcry aspect of drvalcpmrnt 
Bvery human teiog has a right to anjof tuUy iundvnancal fiaadoms — 
ovil aikJ puiitkaL as wall as ccor^mic^ social, aikl cuicurai — as a mactar cf 
humao rights antitkmant aod as a maans toward personal groaU and &lfiU« 
mant. In this sansa« all people art anatird to perticipata in thrir rrspe:nvr 
scAictusts of govtmafM aikl co give voka to the polkias and insotutions that 
govern them. TTtt Bighc toDevsIopmrnt is ^pertkipatoryaodtnvitcnmmtaUy 
soisnd (c involvas { . J enhanctmrnc of people's c^abilicirs and widening cf 
their choicrs."^ This means that market structures — be it the roleofcorpM>> 
rations or the way lo which political decisioos are peoctised on a domestic 
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kvei — cnuM ba by rW fccoi on 6sp?w«tffi6Cif add paftiapaiioci 

<hat rW Bi^c to D^v^lopm^nt p<ov»dn. In otiwr vo<di^ human ri^htt and 
maakat m^chanimt both opmxe wirhin rW ttanwvofk cf ^ Bi^c to 
valopmaot . Thus^ ^ pufsua t ha iuUillmant of thaif and 

tha cnarkac la obligatad to mmhi xo thjt aapa<c <i daveiopmaot. 

Tha 1986 CasSara/M m tit Rtffu u D tvtit f mnt an icoponane 

tofoidg p>idf iCi tba lotatnaaond ^ommanicy't <oncarci for thjt crucial tight 
Since that tima^ aavml tigoiticaiu actions hava baan uruktcakao to aoauae 
that the Bight to Devatopmant xs laplamantdJ. A daciaioci xo 1998 by the 
UN Ecooomxc anJ Social Council astabliabad ao open^ocfacl Voaking Group 
and an Indapandant Expert on tba Right to Davelopaeot ^ 71 m fiikJings of 
tha WoAmg Group and Independent Bapett have laid doom specific ground 
Adas fee tha Bight to Devakpment^ priacxpally through theferum pmentad 
at tha United Nations Comffiittion on Human Rightt In 2005» at the 59^h 
aertMn cf tha Commiasxon^ tha open^ndad Working Group uphald its status 
as tha cniy global Ibeum oo tiM Bight to Developmaot. 

Jure aeien years a/car le ^opexon^ tha DteUr^um 49 tit R^it u CViutpi 
mnt had bacoma a customary and peirvcipla aspect lO tba conaxderation of the 
intamatronal ibrmatioo aad peo taction of nghrs. At tba 1993 Viacrna Voetd 
Cordarenca on Human Bights, tha mambers of tba maetiag daclarad abac 
thay "teaffirm tha right to davatopn>ent« aa aatabluhnl in tha Dteiafv/mf ee 
/it R/git u D€Hi4fm49t^ as a universal ami inalxaaable right and an intagral 
poet of hindamaatal humao rights/^ Such pr o gam playr aoeatanrial rote in 
tha for nation of thir right and cartaxnly cootributea ro the tubrtantiva im« 
provemenc cf human wallAeing 

In rummary^ there is a human right ro water, and this right ranks at the 
very IbeeAoot of rights rhai must be fiilfillad^ along with other bask rights 
Tlw^ lodividuila muar not be allowed to go without water. Tbir obligation 
apples to the government responsible lor tha walhbexog of its peofda and, 
af s^. to the agent responsible for water distribution Because water is often 
not prked ro match cha cort cf its proviriocu a price ralbrs might help cor^ 
serve supplies. At tha same tima^ because water u pradonuoately used by the 
xndusrrial and agriculcural sectors^ iodividuals and house hoi ds should not be 
saddled with brge prke increases Cost^usaga &as cao be a peacrical way of 
regulating use and encouraging rbriftineas, especially among high-volume, 
and thus high^osr. umrr like f^tory owners and farmers However, a water 
sysrem excludes certain groups vttkc cannot aftbed to poy the user leas u 
xnconsistant with rhe humao right co water Tb errfoe e. *the user fieea must be 
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ftfEcrdabU fe< iht poor^ ai>d mo waiv^ to a<6naiA limit, <o mmn fbdc 
mimmam fi4t4i m ate cffom of tbo vaar m(o< <hai it 

jmpmsibk lor poepio a o«m waar 6 ao upMao rh« huMO 

ri^c CO waar likavi^, pfia lorfetaa lb< >Ka# <lxvart ir>ctfoa away 
l^m aubjaca oforim bkt rraockrd teltbaa of ba ai <* aducatjoo^ 

aa coorrafy to aba Ri^t of Davatopmeru. 

If paopk aft OAibla ro accaaa vacaf ft^aiJiasa of whaeJm o< r>ot a ratbaa 
hai rakan xa is rt>agovat ftm aoe'r ftapMMib^bcy ao aubsid^aa rhaa. Ac all 
fimac aba goommanc xa raeporu^bta lor aoaufing chaa paopla cm iSilliil thaxr 
ai(hc aowaaat This coorlua»oci<omaa Aom ftamiog waaar xji ama of huMn 
ai^ca, ajkl )a airo <ormp>oda ao rba ^c^ of jovaromanaa to aaaba m full 
humao davalopmaot Bocuxft govafnmaora muaa biocaioo vxahxo aha Ri^t 
ao Davalofpmaor, cianma aftaocxalad co poraicxpaae in eba procasa cf davdop-* 
maot ai>d to hava aittir N^ k noads proaacaad by ahair govammaoa. TharaCbra^ 
aha^ hava a ti(hc ao t< cooatdaoJ aboua vaaat pofKin thaa viK a/Iaca thtffi 
aod to hatp thapa polkiaa to thaa rbay vxU ooc xAfrioja oa baaK ri^rr. 

AddioamaUy coapocaaioru aft Ixmiaad lo ahair ^aivickc loaofaa aa chay 
ara chli^afad to raipacr baaK ai(bca. Vatft oofpofatioru muic saae tha 
ticcaoft oaadi of aha lodividualt chay rarva t^lora pursuing orhat objaccivac 
Samibriy ^icialsctf iftcamacfcaul a^nciaa, tarbaa tha IMF ai>d VoaU 

Bank Oft racpOAi)bta fbf making cartaxii that rhaia programa ftapaca aba right 
ao waaac TW authors of aha 2000 Hamm Dmk^macia EUp^ra aaaaa« *A1I 
countciaa rxch, pN^r^ raagoaiic^ dyruaic md m mnTiriofi firr eba chai^ 
laoga ofaoauring abac ^voicacof aba pocpiaara haaaJabova rhawhif ofapin 
dortofs aad tha lobbyxog po%at of cofpofttioru md apaexal xoaaraers/’^ At 
aha sama t^ma^ ahough^aoapoaaaiooa and spocid loaamegfoupa moat acaivaly 
ftak to paotacc tha humm tighas of thoaa who aft aSecaad by aittir aacivitiaa 
and policiaa 

In a vocU in which billions of paopk ftmaxn tcappoJ xn powey and 
uruUa to iSilfill many of thair baa^c rxghts^ rha ftaliaation of aba rxght ao watar 
ftavas aa a aagua xoao povarcy alxminatxon and eba hiLfillnxaru of othar figbac 
It alao aarvac aa an nrannat ramindar thaa sobaiiaanca will not ba mat until 
aha acrucaaaaa aad Ibfcaa ra^oruibla fof cofucibuaing ao raaftxty ara ramovad 
Tha way m wtuch wa daai wxth eba right rowatathaa tha p^cancal copaovxda 
incradibia baciafirs ao bxllioaa of p^pia How we coocaiaa of aod aa&age 
waiar caei alao aafveaa a waxarshad Ibr tha promoexon of hamm davdopmanc 
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